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T H IS account of the coin a of Haidar Afi arid Ttpu 
Sultan is- largely based on the collection ol the 
Madras Government Museum, which, so far at least as chr 
copper Issues are concerned, is probably one of the most 
complete In existence I have, however, also taken other 
sources info account, uuCli as ihc works ol [nt'-lou-s writers, 
the large collections of [lie Eirit=sh Museum, London, and 
the Mysore Government Museum at Bangalore, as well as 
private collections. I regm t ha t the notes which I took on 
the occasion of my visits to the two institutions just referred 
to Lire tlOE as complete as [ could have wished, aad l have 
not been able to revisit these collections In recent years. 
The letter M following the number of a coin Indicates that 
it i$ represented In the collection ol the Madras Museum. 

In cataloguing the somewhat complicated issues of T)pu 
Sultan, [ am convinced that, if confusion is (□ be avoided, 
the only safe course is to arrange the Coins according to 
mints. In leaving the size of the coins to be inferred from 
the platen-, and making com|KinitLvely little reference to 
their weight, l banc perhaps hi id myself open to adverse 
criticism ; but as most of the coins were roughly struck there 
are frequent variations in their size, and to some extent also 
in their weight. 1 have tried to indicate the chief variations 
in weight, without giving unnecfiipry details in regard 
lu individual specimens, 

|n an attempt to indicate the relative scarcity ot 
abundance of the different coins. I have perhaps ventured 
On an Innovation in works <►! this kind. E have, however, 
attempted to do- so on account of exceptional opportunities 
for forming such an Opinion; [luring a period of over 
quarter of a century many thousands of these coins, collected 
from all parts of Southern India, have passed through my 
hands. 
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All the coin 5 entered in the catalogue without the name 
of an authority have been seen by myself, white some of 
those which are followed by the name of the writer who first 
recorded the coin, hate not conic under my personal 
examination. A good many are recorded for the first 
but it has not been thought necessary to particularize 
these. 

In drawing up the short historical notes which accompany 
the Catalogue. E have been struck by the fact 'that no 
adequate account of the iivfs of Haidar All and Tlpu Sultan 
has yet appeared. Tlicre must bn unwerked sources of infor- 
mation litill available in Mysore, and I would express the 
hope that worthy biographies of these two remarkable men, 
written by one or more of their own countrymen, may yet 

appear. 

In conclusion, white acknowledging my indebtedness 
to the various writers who have preceded me. I would 
specially mention ilie help I have received from the writings 
of Major R. P. Jackson and the Rev. Hr. G. V. Taylor, two 
of the latest authorities mi the Major Jackson's 

jst, based on his own collection, is the largest hitherto pub- 
lisbed, while the Luc Dr. Taylor, who applied his great 
knowledge of Indian Muhammadan coins to those of Tipti 
Sultan, has furnished tie tails in regard to the inscriptions 
and ocher matters on which I have freely drawn. 

My thanks arc due to Mr. G. F- HiR Keeper of the 
Department of Coins and Medals, British Museum, and to 
Mr, j. Allan of the same Department, for assistance kindly 
rendered Ln connexion with the preparation of the plates, 
whEcll have been printed »t the University Press, Csford. 
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THE COINS OH HAIDAR All AND I'M' SULTAN. 

INTRODUCTION 

Mi jiy rea^me-s of i.ntrl'ufcl ife presented by Ihe coins of the Ewe 
Muhammadan sovereigns who ton trolled the destinies of Mysore fai 
the brief period of thirty-eight jciUfi, - H iUk 1 All, the illiterate 
TTiiri&r, ^ble in troublous -n nd thL-reftue propitious times, to establish 
a kingdom by his forceful personality and military genius, and TTpr 
Sul tin, the son, who war- unable to retain that kingdom. They art 
memorials of two remarkable men with whom Britain was frequent 
at war., issued at a time when the question of European supremacy 
in IndU was still in process of determination. J3 ul in addition In 
their historical associations and the light which they throw On the 
policy and even On the personal characteristics of the two rulers 
there are other features which render the coins sspechlly attractive 
10 collector!;, Many of them are still Mt?l with an considerable 
number*, mot only in the bazunns of nearly cvrry Mysore village 
hot also over a considerable purl of Southern India., while others 
again lift of extreme rarity. The yell-ntefulcd ligure of an 
elephant, introduced by Haidar on SOirte Of Ihe copper corns issued 
toward* iIlk close of hit rcjgn, and continued by TtpO on a II riinftr 
struck in the ;ame mttai, forms a distinctive feature ; many of the 
gold ti n- 5.1 silver pieces afford indisputable testimony to (he decora- 
tive value of the Arabic script, rind it may be doubted if Aliy coin 
more a! tr Active ill this resperr than TlpQ's double-rupee h;i* ever 
been struck in India- For nil fhtMC reasons it L* nor syqj rising tlial 
aa extensive literature haft Kprnnii up on iht- subject, and rrn series 
of coins istuetl in South India a ml few in other piirUof the country 
have been more often described Of referred 1C, 

The Mysore table-land during the first half of the eighleynth 
century consisted of several petty States ruled by more or loss 
indept'O-detii Polig’.Lrs or Kayaks, in addition 10 the larger and anor*: 
important State of Mysore, then as now under Ihu control of a 
Hindu K£j5- To the north the chief powers were the Mataihis, a 
powerful Hindu confederation occupy mg what is now Eh-t* southern 
part OJ rhe Bombay Presidency, wiih their capital at Poona., and 
the important Muhammadan Slate of Hyderabad, ruled by the 
Nizams who ,,'LSn l M illed tin; greater part of Southern India a-nd had 
practically Set themselves free from Mughal sovereignly. The 
chief ruler in the south was the J\'jv, : Sh of Arcm, who while 
nominally Owinv allegiance to ihe Nizam hold sway over a coa ai- 
ders ble part of Soul hern India, including the di strict around 
Madras. Several Muhammadan chief!;, iu what are now known as 
the Ceded District:,, viz-, the Naw&bE of Cuddapah. Kurnool, dc-, 
and MorJri Kao. I he Ma rH t ha ruler of Gooty. were al\o at this time 
feudatories of the Nizam'S., Towards the middle of the eighteenth 
century, Mysore was- subjected to constant invasion* by the 
MarSthflft, Or by tile Hyderabad forces, and 'sometimes by t!:e two 
in conjunction, 

liiidar AJt Was horn near ftolar in 1 "22, the son of a petty 
official Of the Mysore State. After serving temporjirilj wiih the 
Nawab of A root ho took military service under Nerijn Sit], a 
minister of Mysore, who pmrCieally ruled ike Sride although there 
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wjiS Still 3 nominal RR.j.'l ; he 'gradually rose in favour and a her 
achieving some distinction in campaigns during 1749 arid l 7 $ l Wils 
appointed military governor of EindLgnl in first Important 

:ita*rc in his career. ProrwneLl to ihe chief coinmnnd against the 
Marathi* in iffa who before tong withdrew from Mjmt! territory, 
Haidar rose still farther in authority Oriel was enabled 10 supplant 
Nanja Raj who had been virtual ruler for twenty years. Further 
trouble with l lie Mara that, arose two years later, but this was 
Micces&fuLEv overcome end he took possession of Severn 3 small 
Elates, including Ch ita Idrfl g r which adjoined Mysore, a period Oif 
annexation which in I/6J culminated in the capture of the import' 
a lit State ot bed (1 fl r, jL n d th is Ha ida r a l ways tegs rded as ha v Lng la id 
the foundation ol lita rise 10 greater [hjwct, The town of IJfdnOr, or 
Miigur as he termed it, became his capital and here far the firat 
time be assumed the sovereign fight of striking Chins. He now 
succeeded in making terms with the Nizam, but was unable to 
appease the MarOthas, who only concluded peace When all the 
places previously taken from them had been jeslorcd and a large 
indemnity pahl. In S 766 Malabar was, talers by conquest and the 
Rl jaa of Coc hi n and Pal gh at ca pi til laled. In I li e same yea r Chikka 
Krishna Raja, tho nominal ruler of Mysore, died, and although hit 
son. succeeded him, Ha in Is r assumed entire conlrol of the State. 

In 176/1 he Marathas again invaded Mysore, and in the same 
ytar the British in alliance with the Nizam's fore-tri look the field in 
what ie known a* tbu First Mysore War. Du ring this campaign, in 
which Haidar showed grent military utility, he was able in April 
1769 to dictaic terms to the British, practically at the very gates of 
Madras- Further trouble arose with the Marat has in 1772, ndth 
disastrous results, and one* mWe he was forced to conclude a treaty 
rcEUorirFl territory and to p*y la*Jte monetary compensation, 
Aliout ihis. lime (he nominal RS ill of Mysore was strangled, and as 
his brother who succeeded him died SOOtt after without an heir. 
0 Child was selected by Haidar a£ a representative, at any rate in 
napie t of the ruling family. In 177,1 CoonJ was captured, a moun- 
tain uu a province adjoining Malabar, Hnd the Litter district which 
had broken out in 10 revolt was soon after forced to submit Three 
years later Ervcriit of (he smaller Slated bordering on Mysore, 
including Bellary and Cwty were recaptured, anti owing kj the 
defeat of (he combined armies of tins Moiathfls and thr NlaSm, 
with whom ke was ?nrc nuwt? at wnr. he was able 1o tike JJOfSeft- 
ftLon of all tbs Marllha territory south of the River Kislna and also 
Of the Ctld da pah district. 

The year 1780 saw the commencement of the Second Mysore 
’War, in which Haidar All With promised asaLsta nee from his Former 
foes, the Maraihflsi and (he Ni&irn. whirh, however, ntver mntnrcd, 
and th? active ro-op?ration of tlie French then at war with. 
England, formed a very powerful combination against the British 
forces in India. In lhot year he advanced with 0 large army 
towards the east coast and actually arrived within a few miles of 
Mad ras, but a fter some initial success he was eventually defeated 
by Sir Evre Crate at Prirlo Novo in July ]/Kj. and inter at Ami. 
Haidar died in cimp near Chiifcmr in the North ArfOt district, 
while Ms armv wa.s returning to Mysore, on /th December S/H2, 
or tke llrsi day of the Hsjri year 1197. Mis body was (alien to 
Serin gr- 1 1 ii l ; i.v 1 , md buried t-icnc in a-late. 
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Haidar All owed Tiss success to e rf ill. natural ability. IXn d more 
particularly to ability in war ■which oiler readied the hcsghlS of 
genius. He was wholly Illiterate and unable elitter to read or lo 
write, his signature never getting beyemd the iiage of the initial 
letter of his name, which is SO familiar on his own gold coins and 
Ott the gold and silver coins of hiS son. He ia said to have (rented 
his subjects fairly, to have administered justice impartially and to 
have encouraged the arts of pence ; bm on the other hu::d he was 
frequently guilty of the grossest entity- ffcuvrmg {Haidar All 
a\ vii Ttpii SrtiLJx, Rttieri cf ludiii* p. Hi) thus refers to hull:— 
" Whatever defects may he justly attributed to Haidar as a rtlkr, 
or in Ilia private life, ha was a bold, an original, and an enter- 
prising commOJItlef, skilful, in tactics and fertile In resources, hill 
of energy, and never desponding in defeat. h J ot withstanding the 
&e verity of his internal rule, and the terror which he inspired, his 
ftjpie is always mentioned Itl Mysore with respect, if not with 
admiration. While the cruelties which he sometimes practised are 
forgotten, his prowess and success have an abiding place In Lhe 
memory of the people.” 

Tlpt SullSn who w-aa bom at Devan ha I ] i, Mysore State, in 
1753, commenced Iris reign while engaged in war with the British 
and it may be added terminated it in like manner seventeen 
years later. Tile Second Mysore War ended early in E784, one Of 
the contributing Cause! being Ihc conclusion of peace between 
France and England in thr previous year; the peace conditions 
with TTpO included the restitution of prisoners on both sicks and 
tie restoration of all cefntiuervd territory. Ill (783 B-OdrvBr or 
Nugur, which had bean taken by General Matthews in January, 
was recaptured by TJpQ three months later, and he was enthroned 
here with great ceremony on the jtb of May, a day recorded on 
many of his gold A ltd silver coins, and by 1 strange coincidence also 
the anniversary of liis death About this time great cruelties 
were perpetrated by TlpO on the west coast and inCoorg, where 
large numbers uf Hindus and Christians -were forcibly converted 
to Ielfim, Throughout his reign Sip showed «niense ?.enl in the 
propagation of his religion, coupled with a great ileal of narrow- 
minded bis nEr y, in those respects reversing the general polity of 
his father who always exhibited toleration in religious matters. 

In 178 b tb¥ combined forces of the Marathas and the Nizam, 
declared war, and peace was only concluded in Hue following year 
on TTpa restoring » number of forts which he hud previously 
captured and paying a considerable indemnity. On his return to 
Seringa pa tain which was now the capital, ho gave orders for the 
demolition of the old town of Mysore, in otder to destroy the 
Chief evidence of the deposed Hindu Jinjf’s, and the new fort 
NaKnrblr was erected in its immediate vicinity En 17®$ be voiced 
Calicut, and for reasons similar to Uiorc which actuated him in ihe 
destruction of Mysore, arranged for the dcmo-Llt ion Df the capital 
of Malabar and the transfer of his government from Calicut to 
Ferokc . During this period, while his power was at its zenith, 
he assumed the lsilt: of Bldshah or King and diapalelied ambus;* 
sidora to Constantinople and Paris, chiefly with the object of 
securing co-opcrallon against the English., but without success. 
The State of Tra van core, on the southern part ul the Mu la bar 
Coast, which had nevrr been Conquered by Haidar All. was 
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ifl-Vaded by Tlpii at llhu cad of 178^ and us. the Knja of the Stale 
wjis an, y||y of the British, War Once nun. 1 became intvitable. 

Id the Third My sure Wai; which coinitivticed In JJyo, united 
action was taken against TTpD by the British, thu Maraibils and 
the Nisi m. The British amiy under Lord Cornwallis trial Rang?- 
Lore in March 1791 and the eupLlai Setingf putam hi February 
I792. By the treaty, which Ttpd was forrod to eflucSude, Malabar, 
Cuorg, DLniJigu] and pure -or the Carnatic. were ceded to Eajjlaa j r 
the Marfithas received rhe territory between ihe river SCi&lna and 
Its southern tributary the Tungabhadra. while the NLam had. 
certain former possessions restored. including the Cuddapah 
district;; i'u add.it idrt a very heavy indemnity was levied. 

During the remaining years of h is reign Tip 1 did everything 
in Ills power to brinp about the overthrow Ilf ihe British power in 
Endiii, uiul once more made an unsuccessful altempi to obtain 
the flSiiitunce £>f the Ffi; nr h, seeding for thia purpose a special 
embassy 10 Mauritius. This and other trouhle led to the Fourth 
and last Mysore tv at. til which, after a short campaign, Seringa*- 
po-tam fell to the assault cd the Brdish iimj under General Harris 
on 4M1 Muy t7u9. and TlpQ Sultan was anmrijjst the slain. After 
TlpQ's de4th portions of his dominions wore divided among the 
at|ies r and the Hind a !Rdj 0? Mysore was restored in the person 
of Kri^hcia R!lja Wodcyar, then * child of sis years. 

it is diflicidt to form iii, accuruie tutintJlu 4 f the character uf 

Tlqn Sultan, because llw view* of contemporary writers, whether 
English Or Muhammadan, ^re obviously biassed. His cruelty 
and religious bigotry are undoubted, a a(] he perpetrated many 
atrocities in the name of religion; he has, been justly censured for 
bis ckccshcs in w.ir, e hough they perhaps uever exceed etl a 
standard set elsewhere in more modern times, That he was a 
brave man cannot be tlouhted, and white 0:1 several occasions he 
showed considerable military abiliiy, ho tell far short of his father 
in this respect. Unlike Haidar Lie was a man of education and Che 
charges which he Introduced into Ilia calendar, the names of his 
forts, of civil and military offices, and of weights and measures, 
certainly display a considerable amount ot ingenuity,, though by 
more Hum one writer The y have been held to afford evidence of his 
insanity- Nowhere else is Trpd’s love of innovation belter reon. 
than in his coinage It has been left to an English writer of 
fiction to give, in tho words of one el his characters, 1 he most 
favourable account of "ttpd Sultan that I have beer* able to 
discover, and while no doubt reproducing contemporary Muham- 
madan opinion, it is perhaps nenrrr the truth than rare seen* of 
the- accounts which have been written in an entirely OivpQSlte 
direction. This imperfect notice may fittingly conclude with the 
extract in question 

11 H a was a great 111 a n~ such an one as Hind will never see 
agaiti- He had great- ambition, wonderful abiliiy, perseverance, 
and the art of Leading men's hearts morclhan they were aware of. 
oi cared to acknowledge ; he had patient application, and nothing 
was done without his -sanction, even td the nlefirtcSI affairs, anil the 
busings, of hit dominions was vast. Vow will 3 How he waa brave, 
and. died like 3 soldier He waa kind and eonsiLteruLe to his 
servantss, and a steady friend to those he loved, M-lslinllal he was 
a great ms n."- Mea dows Taylor, Tippon Suit atm, p. ^a. 




was noC till after The Capture Qi Nafinr Of RedijQf, in t^bj, 
that l-iaidir Celt. himself sufficiently established In the government 
of Mysore to undertake the sovercisp Tishs of ru in age, He did 
t(j, however, with extreme caution, for naneof his coins exhibits 
more th;m the initial letter of tiis name, and in as&ocialins it with 
Hindu deities lie showed remarkable toleration on 1 he part of a 
Muhammadan ; but m doubt be felt it necessary to avoid giving 
offence to the Hindu population of Mysore winch far exceeded his 
co-religionists la number. 

His earliest coin, the soc-ulled Rahadur! puftodu, which jLi/iglnj; 
from its comparative abundance at flit present day must have 
had an extensive ci renin lion, was copied from l In? pagoda. S. truck 
in the si k tee rit hi century by Sadasiva NUyalS, the first Klja of 
lfekeri or BednAr, who m turn Imitated the pagoda of Sadaslvatftya 
of Vijayanagoxn (C/- i[uhi=eh. lud. Atitiq., voL XX, p, J07, 1%l\, 
The tare bulf-paeudu (Mo, 6 of the catalogue), referred io lsrjL fly 
by Maradcn and SO far as Ik now not chronicled since, in plice 
■of Si vs and Furvatl has a seated figure of Vishnu, and wji 3 UQ 
doubt copied from the ' DOrgu ' pnjioda, coined according to Elliot 
by the EtJar Poligar of C h it j Idrug, which' ugsin followed a 
Viiayaaaflara mode! Ln the gold coins of Khshnadya, The " new 
Mufiumniurl SbSjhi " pagi da struck at Gouty INu. i), Was simply 
a copy of tin eurSicr Mughal pagorln of the same ndnt which was 
first coined c3m ri n h the reign of Muhammad £hah, and was reissued 
later by Morfiri ftlU*. lhe Marathi chief who occupied Goaty 
before Haidar, Similar iliSglia I pagodss were issued yt lm|jyol> 
garb I Aden i in the Brilary district), Tafipslri ivenu mapbr district) 
and Ganjikctuh {GandiliOta In die Cuddupab disti ict), originally 
Lu the rdK n nf Furrulfh-Siyurr The second of the- Goaty pagodas 
{No, 4) U dared i ]QH, nnd was,. therefore, struck in ihc second 
year of the rstfijl of Ttpti Sultan, who was in id I probability 
unaware of its existence. J have, fur convenience, placed it beside 
the cither Gooty pagotla, although it cannot be regarded as a coin 
of Haidar Alt. 

Two types of gold fanam arc met with, the first resembling 
(lit Bahadur! pagoda and hatf-pagoda, ihe second dated. Among 
the totals a coin struck at Calicut da tad i 1 66 ( A. I),), nn, 
impossible date for this town which did not fall in|n Haidar's 
hands fill I7 «j; tTie date is obviously blundered and it is possible 
that tlm fpuam was really issuvd by Tlpu Suliln. Tyfncll and 
orhtr writer* have referred to coins weighing three CninS or even 
less, which tlicV resutrd as h a I s-fa n sms , bul 1 am inclined to think 
thit these, and similar coins of TlpO, are really smalt-sized bins ms, 
with the same amount of gold ns the ordinary bananas which owe 
their Urgcr sine to a greater aJnon.nl of alloy. 

The copper paisas with elephant l obverse, struck u Seringa - 
patnm in the lust two years of Haidar’s reign, are of cnnsidernble 
InterEst, us thev form the made] on which tlie extensive series of 
coppfr coins issued by hi; son was based. 




